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and such as it will be extremely difficult on any future oc-
casion of the same kind, to hinder from producing the
same effects.

The first and greatest cause, my lords, of the number of
our losses, is the number of our ships, which cannot all be
sufficiently protected. The extent, therefore, of our com-
merce, in proportion to that of our enemies, exposes us to
double disadvantage; we necessarily lie open in more
parts to the depredations of privateers, and have no en-
couragement to attempt reprisals, because they have few
ships of value to be seized. The profit of our commerce
naturally withholds our sailors from our ships of war, and
makes part of our navy an idle show; the certainty of
plunder incites them to turn their merchant ships into
cruisers, and to suspend their trade for more profitable em-
ployment. Thus they at once increase the number of plun-
derers, and take away from us the opportunity of repairing
our losses by the same practice.

And, my lords, if the losses of our merchants have been
greater than in former wars, our trade is more extensive,
and our ships far more numerous. Nor is it to be forgot-
ten that a very important part of our commerce is carried
on before the eyes of the Spaniards, so that they may issue
out upon our merchants from their own coasts, and retire
immediately beyond danger of pursuit.

But, my lords, neither the situation of Spain, nor the
extent of our commerce, would have made this war so de-
structive, had not our merchants sometimes facilitated the
attempts of our enemies by their own negligence or avarice.

I have been informed, my lords, that as the masters of
trading vessels complain of having been deserted by their
convoys, the captains of the ships of war have, in their turn,
exhibited such representations of the conduct of the trad-
ing masters, as may prove that their caution is not pro-
portioned to their clamour, and that in however melancholy
terms they may recount the miseries of captivity, the cala-
mities of ruined families, and the interruption of the trade
of Britain, they will not endeavour to escape their enemies
at the expense of much circumspection, and that the pros-